
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
Jesus answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow 
door; for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be 

able.” (Luke 13:24) 

Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

Adults:  What daily choices are you making that will allow 
you to be recognized at the doorway of the reign 
of God? 

Youth:  What good habits are you practicing in order to 
be a good Christian? 
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Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion 
will be offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing 
good works during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when 
someone has shown YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the 
Worship Space. 
 
This week: The Narrow Door. Show mercy and forgive people who cause pain, even 
if they don’t deserve it, even if they are not sorry…..really! 
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 God overflows with mercy, but God respects our freedom and won’t force mercy 
upon us. The master’s refusal to open the door isn’t a metaphor for God’s 
exhausted patience, but of our diminished capacity to accept God’s mercy. At 
some point, we become incapable of asking. We shut our eyes and close our hearts, 
and the love God still seeks to give us can’t find a home in us. No amount of 
knocking will be of any use because the door we knock on is our own; only we hold 
the key. Let us take heed of the warning that we won’t make use of the key, and 
keep our hearts open to unlocking the door. 
(from the “Workbook for Lectors, 2016”) 
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Check Up, Check In 
by Leisa Anslinger 

We have all driven behind a 
semi truck upon which has 
been placed a bumper 
sticker that reads, “How are 
we doing?” A phone 
number is included so that 
passing drivers may share 
their praise or critique for 

the way in which the truck is being driven. There is some 
accountability built in to the presence of such a message, as well as 
encouragement for the driver to go out of his or her way to drive 
courteously and safely.  

At this point in the Jubilee Year of Mercy, it might be good for us to 
check in with family and friends with similar questions: “How am I 
doing?” “Am I growing as a person of mercy?” “Have you seen any 
change in my behavior or demeanor toward others?” The reality is, 
God’s love and mercy are constant, always ready for our recognition 
and acceptance. It is we who need to grow — in gratitude for mercy 
received, and in willingness to share mercy with others.  

It might be uncomfortable to ask a friend or family member to 
critique your growth as a person of mercy. Begin with honest self-
appraisal — how are you doing? Then, seek out one good friend with 
whom you can share. Such genuine reflection is sure to surface 
moments of true merciful living, and areas for future growth. 
Together, make a commitment to embrace the call to share mercy in 
deeper ways in the coming months. In this way, the Jubilee Year will 
be one of lasting impact, a cause for true celebration. 
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From St. Charles 
Borromeo 

“If we wish to make 
any progress in the 
service of God we 
must begin every day 
of our life with new 
eagerness.” 
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Luke 12:32-34 

“Do not be afraid, 
little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions, 
and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure 
in heaven, where no 
thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 
For where your 
treasure is, there 
your heart will be 
also.” 

(Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time)

When we think of “treasure” in relationship to stewardship, our 
thoughts often first, and perhaps only, go to money. Yet, when 
we hear how Jesus refers to treasure in the Gospel of Luke (see 
sidebar, from the Gospel read on the Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time), he speaks of much more than money: our 
“treasure” is all that is precious to us. What we “treasure” is a 
sign of what is important in our lives. 

What do you treasure? Family? Security? Money? A sense of 
purpose or meaning in life? Each of these has the potential for 
good in our lives and the lives of others; with each we can also 
lose perspective, placing the person/thing/desire above God, 
making it an idol. It is this about which Jesus warns us.  

Do we “treasure” the mercy of God, stewarding it well by 
sharing it lavishly, sacrificially, abundantly as it has been given 
to us? Re-read the passage from Luke with this in mind: “Do 
not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you mercy…” Jesus understands that placing God above 
all things and building treasure in heaven may initially cause us 
anxiety or fear — doing so requires us to let go of false 
perceptions of control and calls us to place our trust instead in 
God who gives us everything that is good, including mercy. 
“Do not be afraid” to grow as a steward of God’s mercy!  

This month, make a renewed commitment to steward God’s 
mercy through the corporal and spiritual works, listed below. 
What one or two would help you make a “purse” that does not 
wear out, placing God and the needs of others before your 
own? Being a steward of God’s mercy means treasuring the 
gifts of God by treasuring the presence and preciousness of 
the people around us, especially those most in need. Treasure 
those who are hungry, thirsty, in need of clothing or shelter, the 
sick, imprisoned, dying… the doubtful, ignorant, sinners, 
afflicted, those who offend and hurt us, all who are in need of 
our prayers. 

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 


